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Introduction
Birgitta Johansen

In this publication we present the many activities 
based on or associated with archaeology that are 
currently being pursued by the Swedish National 
Heritage Board. We hope that a knowledge of what 
the National Heritage Board is doing and seeking to 
achieve will lead to new contacts with antiquarians 
and researchers in other countries.

Archaeology has always been one of the core 
activities at the National Heritage Board, involving 
the application of relevant legislation, surveys of 
ancient sites and monuments, and contract archaeo
logy. Since the 1970s the role of the National Heri
tage Board has gradually changed as the regional 
organization of county keepers of antiquities has 
taken over various tasks and powers. In addition, 
there is archaeological competence at virtually all 
the county museums in Sweden and at some of the 
larger municipal museums.

Today the National Heritage Board has an over
arching role which involves observing the application 
of legislation (Cultural Monuments Act, 1988:950) 
and directing and coordinating the expansion of 
archaeological knowledge. The National Heritage 
Board supports and trains personnel in the county 
organization, providing recommendations and 
instructions, arranging seminars and conferences, 
and so on. In addition, the National Heritage Board 
coordinates and finances the surveys of ancient sites 
and monuments carried out by the county museums, 
maintains a national register of ancient sites and 
monuments, produces various types of compilations 
and evaluations, and supports the development of 
cooperation between research and cultural heritage 
management. The National Heritage Board’s cont
ract archaeology is intended to serve as an example.

Besides the activities described here, the National 
Heritage Board manages and displays state-owned 
properties, a number of which are well-known 
archaeological sites. These include the fort of Eke- 
torp on Öland, the Viking town of Birka in Lake 
Mälaren (on the World Heritage List), and the burial 
mounds and other antiquities at Gamla Uppsala in 
Uppland. At the latter two sites there are recently 
founded museums. The National Heritage Board 
also houses the Antiquarian Topographical Archive, 
which stores documentation material (written sources, 
letters, drawing, photographs, plans, etc.) from sur
veys and excavations from the seventeenth century 
onwards. The Conservation and Historic Building 
Preservation Department works with the care of 
archaeological objects.

The National Heritage Board aims at establishing 
a more expanded outlook on the landscape. Ancient 
sites and monuments and other historic remains, 
place-names and narratives, traces of cultivation, 
buildings, vegetation, and so on together make up 
a cohesive context in a landscape that is of interest 
and value as cultural history. Archaeologists therefore 
cooperate with many other disciplines in order to 
develop new ways of describing, evaluating, and 
communicating a holistic view of the landscape.

The future will bring the potential offered by 
a new information system for ancient sites and 
monuments, partly in order that we may comply 
with the intent of the law: to preserve ancient sites 
and monuments. Responsibility for the cultural 
environment and ancient sites and monuments is 
shared by everyone, and it is therefore necessary to 
continue to develop cooperation and dialogue with 
other authorities and the general public.
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Archaeology and Community Planning
Lars Wilson

Background
The statutory protection for ancient sites and monu
ments has a long tradition in Sweden. The first 
legislation in this field came at the end of the seven
teenth century, when Sweden felt the need to legiti
mate its claims to be a great power. This kind of 
chauvinistic motivation is no longer relevant to 
justify the protection of ancient sites and monu
ments, but it is worth bearing in mind that we still 
use the protection of the cultural heritage today to 
maintain what we call local and regional identity.

Since the seventeenth century, of course, the 
legislation on ancient sites and monuments has been 
changed on several occasions. In general it may be 
said that the changes in the law mainly follow 
changes in the needs of land use expressed by com
munity planning in different periods. The uncondi
tional protection of ancient remains was abandoned 
at the start of the nineteenth century when it became 
possible to apply for permission to remove an an
cient monument; this was mainly a consequence of 
the expansion of agriculture and the associated need 
for new cultivable soil. At the end of the nineteenth 
century there were further changes in the legislation 
as a result of the large-scale investments in the infra
structure, such the construction of railways and canal 
systems.

The basis for the current law was laid in 1942 
with the passage of the Act of Ancient Monuments, 
with its requirement that the entrepreneur, that is, 
the person wishing to develop a piece of land, 
should also pay for the archaeological investigation 
and documentation of any ancient remains that 
might be affected by the enterprise. This was of

course on condition that permission to remove the 
ancient monument had been granted by the authori
ties. With certain amendments and adjustments, the 
structure of the 1942 Act has mainly been retained 
in the legislation from 1988, the Cultural Monu
ments Act which is now in force.

The protection of ancient sites and monuments 
may be described as two-edged. On the one hand 
the Act declares that ancient sites and monuments 
are to be preserved and protected; on the other hand 
it allows the possibility of their removal, albeit in 
ordered forms: “It is prohibited to disturb, remove, 
excavate, cover ... or in any other way alter or da
mage an ancient monument without permission ... 
Those who wish to disturb, alter, or remove an an
cient monument must apply for permission to the 
county administration ... As a condition for granting 
a permit ... the county administration may stipulate 
reasonable requirements for a special investigation 
to document the ancient monument ...” When inqui
ring into the matter, the county administration also 
has to consider whether the importance of preserving 
the ancient monument is greater than the importan
ce of carrying out the development project in ques
tion.

The possibility of applying for and receiving per
mission to remove ancient sites and monuments has 
also been frequently used over the years, and in cer
tain areas, such as Stockholm, it has meant that a 
large proportion of the ancient sites and monuments 
have been removed in conjunction with the construc
tion of housing. The stipulated assessment of the re
lative importance of preserving the ancient sites and 
monuments and of implementing the development
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may thus mean to a large extent that the law is used 
as an instrument to remove ancient sites and monu
ments, albeit in ordered forms.

Physical Planning
The period after the end of the Second World War 
meant the beginning of a comprehensive process of 
change which affected important parts of the socie
tal structure. Structural changes in the economy and 
production were reflected, for instance, in increasing 
pressure on land use in the cities and big towns, 
when the building of new housing and industry gained 
momentum. The concentration of workplaces in large 
urban areas and the associated in-migration is still 
in progress. In addition, recent years have seen in
tensive development in the most important road and 
railway networks. Altogether, this has meant that a 
large number of archaeological remains have been 
investigated and removed to make way for new 
housing, roads, and railways. The need for land
scape analyses to be able to describe links between 
individual objects making up cultural environments 
has also been seen to be a matter of growing urgen
cy. The change in the view of ancient sites and 
monuments which means an aspiration to view them 
as parts of a larger coherent whole, a historic land
scape, whether this concerns ancient sites and monu
ments, an early cultivated landscape, or buildings 
of historic importance, also needs other require
ments than merely object-related legislation to en
sure long-term preservation. The protection of such 
historic sites must therefore be linked to community 
planning.

The Swedish legislation on ancient sites and 
monuments states that “It is a matter of national 
concern to protect and care for our cultural environ
ment. The responsibility for this is shared by every
one. Both individuals and authorities must show 
consideration and care for the cultural environment. 
Those who plan or carry out work must ensure that 
damage to the cultural environment is avoided or

limited as much as possible.” Other important laws 
with rules on general protection of the cultural envi
ronment include the Environmental Code and the 
Planning and Building Act.

If community planning is done with no conside
ration for valuable cultural environments, there is a 
risk that they may be damaged. Damage may affect 
individual objects such as ancient sites and monu
ments, but also larger and more complex settings of 
great value as cultural history. It is thus of the ut
most importance that the interests of cultural heritage 
management are integrated at the very start of the 
planning stage, that is, in the outline plan, which 
must show the long-term use of land and water.

Physical planning in Sweden has a number of in
struments at its disposal when it comes to the use of 
land and water, and it is primarily the responsibility 
of the municipalities to attend to the production of 
plans which satisfy the needs of society in this re
spect. Planning takes place at both outline and 
detailed level.

Starting in 1970, an important part of the work 
of cultural heritage management has therefore con
sisted of creating the conditions for integrating the 
interests of cultural heritage management in physi
cal planning. An important part of this work was 
the establishment of the functions of keeper of county 
antiquities at the county administrations. This 
meant that opportunities for the participation of 
cultural heritage management in local and regional 
planning were provided in a way that had not occur
red previously. In connection with this, a great deal 
of the responsibility for decision making in accordance 
with the regulations in the Cultural Monuments Act 
was also delegated to the county administrations, 
who were given the direct responsibility for super
vising cultural heritage management at the regional 
level.

In recent years the responsibility of the individual 
municipalities for physical planning has been in
creased. This is commonly referred to as the muni
cipal monopoly on planning. Consequently, the mu
nicipalities themselves should integrate the interests
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of cultural heritage management in the planning 
process, but since the responsibility for cultural heri
tage management in practice is placed at the regio
nal and central level, uncertainty about the division 
of responsibility can easily arise. An important task 
for regional and central authorities is therefore to 
clarify the need to consider the interests of cultural 
heritage management in municipal planning. It is 
therefore of crucial importance, for example, to have 
access to the basic data which the municipalities

may use in their planning. To guide the work of 
physical planning, the National Heritage Board has 
therefore pointed out areas of national importance 
for cultural heritage management. In addition to 
this, the majority of counties have drawn up regio
nal cultural heritage management programmes to 
assist the municipalities. It is naturally desirable 
that all municipalities in future should have their 
own cultural heritage management programmes to 
serve as a basis for general planning.
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Surveys of Ancient Sites and Monuments
Håkan Nilsson

Sweden has a long tradition of surveying ancient 
sites and monuments. The first records, which focu
sed on monumental antiquities, chiefly large burial 
mounds, rune stones, and the like, began in the 
seventeenth century as part of Sweden’s ambition to 
manifest itself as a nation state. In the latter half of 
the nineteenth century, more systematic surveys be
gan, and in pace with the growing knowledge of 
Swedish prehistory and improved legislation, the 
work found its shape in the mid-1940s. Since 1938 
the National Heritage Board has surveyed ancient 
sites and monuments over much of Sweden. Until 
1995 the work was steered by the publication of 
the National Land Survey’s Economic Map (scale 
1:10,000), which was supposed to record all known 
ancient sites and monuments protected by law. Since 
1993 the surveying of ancient sites and monuments 
has not been guided by the publication of maps but 
by the need for better information in areas with out
dated surveys or in areas where no surveys have 
ever been done. From 1996 onwards, the National 
Heritage Board’s surveys have been decentralized. 
This means that the regionally based cultural heritage 
management in the form of county administrations 
and county museums take part in the planning and 
implementation of the surveys.

In the more than sixty years during which ancient 
sites and monuments have been surveyed, roughly 
a million ancient and historic monuments at over 
380,000 sites have been recorded in the Register of 
Ancient Sites and Monuments. As a result of the sur
veys, our knowledge of the early history of Sweden 
has increased considerably. In the first decades of 
the survey the focus was above all on prehistoric 
graves, cemeteries, rock carvings, rune stones, and

the like, antiquities of a prehistoric character. In the 
course of the years the survey has also included 
types of archaeological remains and categories of 
ancient sites and monuments which previously re
ceived little attention, such as Stone Age settlement 
sites and prehistoric cultivated land. This had led to 
a need for new surveys in parts of the country where 
the surveys are out of date because remains of this 
type were not recorded.

Documentation of hearths in the mountains of northern Sweden. 

Tjäktjavagge, Jukkasjärvi Parish, Norrbotten County.

Photo: Håkan Nilsson, National Heritage Board.
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A survey of an area is preceded by the collection 
of data about ancient sites and monuments in libra
ries and archives. One example is the map archive 
of the National Land Survey, where the early maps 
(from the seventeenth century onwards; see also the 
article on “Digital Historical Maps” in this publica
tion) show the location of old farms and villages, 
often with their roots in prehistoric times. Some
times they also have details of graves or clearance 
cairns. The surveyors also contact local history 
societies and the general public. On the basis of the 
collected material, analyses are performed to deter
mine where in the terrain different types of ancient 
remains may be located. For example, reconstruc
tions of prehistoric sea levels have been used to 
localize prehistoric coastal settlement sites.

Fieldwork is carried out when the ground is free of 
snow and conditions are best. In the south of Sweden 
this is between March and November while in the 
north it is from June to September. The fieldwork

Surveys of ancient sites and monuments in Sweden. In the green 

areas the surveys are of modern standard. In the uncoloured 

areas no surveys have been conducted or surveys once conducted 

are inadequate because they are out of date.

method involves a systematic but general search of 
the terrain. In other words, the survey does not pro
vide complete documentation of all the archaeo
logical remains in the area, but it does give a good 
picture of the different types of remains to be found, 
and hence a general grasp of the development of the 
area. The ancient sites and monuments that are 
found are documented according to standards drawn 
up by the National Heritage Board, to enable na
tionwide comparisons. The documentation is based 
on a visual assessment of the remains. The ground 
may be tested with probes and spades, but there are 
never any large-scale excavations. The survey of 
ancient sites and monuments is an efficient way to 
obtain a knowledge of large areas in a short time.

In the north of Sweden there are still large areas 
which have not yet been surveyed at all, mainly in
accessible areas of mountain and forest. In 1996 
work began on the survey of these areas. Since this 
had to be done in terrain without roads, transport to 
and from the areas takes place by helicopter and the 
surveyors camp in tents. The work is always done in 
groups of at least two people, one of whom must be 
competent to assess what types of remains there are 
and whether they should be covered by the protec
tion of the Cultural Monuments Act. The work nor
mally takes place at a rate of five square kilometres 
per person per working day. In organizational terms, 
this means that four people in two teams can survey 
an area of 100 square kilometres each week. The 
surveys have resulted in a considerable increase in 
our knowledge of ancient sites and monuments and 
archaeological deposits in the mountains. The oldest 
traces consist of Mesolithic settlements where tools of 
quartz and quartzite and cracked stones from cooking 
pits and hearths have been found. Many of the re
mains discovered are traces of various expressions 
of Sami culture: pits for trapping wild reindeer, settle
ment sites with hearths, sites of Sami cots and various 
types of storage structures, and votive sites with 
antlers and bones cracked to extract the marrow, 
indicating where reindeer were sacrificed to ensure 
the prosperity of the reindeer herd.
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At present the National Heritage Board, together 
with the National Board of Forestry, is planning a 
nationwide project, “Forest and History”, with the 
aim of conducting a broad survey of ancient sites 
and monuments and historic remains in all forested 
land. The affected landowners will also be informed 
about what exists on their land. The latter is impor
tant, since we know that modern forestry causes ex
tensive damage to ancient sites and monuments. It is 
hoped that this way of working, spanning over diffe
rent sectors and involving other interested parties 
and authorities, will be further developed in the 
future. The efforts may concern the production of 
knowledge about special types or categories of re
mains (including other remains of cultural history)

or about geographical areas. They may also concern 
efforts in which other interested parties have a special 
responsibility (the National Board of Forestry). In 
time it will be possible to do all the documentation 
in the field digitally.

In 1999 the ongoing survey in the mountains of 
Norrbotten was reported weekly on the National 
Heritage Board website. The different fieldwork areas 
(100 square kilometres) were presented with the 
Mountain Map on a scale of 1:100,000, digital images 
of ancient sites and monuments, and a description of 
the results and difficulties of the work. In the future, 
as new technical achievements are made, the survey 
of ancient sites and monuments will be presented 
online direct from the mountain to your screen.

A summer grave. In the winter the deceased were transported by sleigh to be buried in the churchyard. 
Rautåive, Jokkmokk Parish, Norrbotten County. Photo: Håkan Nilsson, National Heritage Board.
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Developing an Information System for 
Ancient Sites and Monuments
Cissela Génetay-Lindholm and Malin Blomqvist

Introduction
The National Heritage Board is currently developing 
a geographical information system, which will con
tain information about ancient sites and monuments 
in Sweden. The information system will replace 
today’s analogue Register of Ancient Sites and 
Monuments. It will present information about ancient 
sites and monuments together with geographical 
data from the databases of the National Land Survey.

The information system will be ready to operate 
in 2002. Initially it will be accessible to profession
als working in cultural heritage management and in 
planning and decision-making concerning land use. 
Later on the information system will be accessible 
to the public via the Internet. The development is 
carried out by the project ”Fornminnesinformation” 
(Information System for Ancient Sites and Monu
ments), which is a collaborative venture between the 
National Heritage Board and a number of organisa
tions and authorities inside and outside the field of 
cultural heritage management. Parallel to the deve
lopment project, the information in the manually 
maintained Register of Ancient Sites and Monu
ments is being digitised.

The existing Register contains information on 
ancient sites and monuments found during surveys 
by the National Heritage Board, archaeological 
excavations, or in other ways. The number of records 
in the parish-based register amounts to more than 
380,000, each record representing one or several 
sites or monuments. The national Register of Ancient 
Sites and Monuments is kept in Stockholm, at the 
National Heritage Board. In addition there are

copies for each county, stored at the respective State 
County Administration and county museum.

The Information System
The necessity to consider the cultural environment 
and hence to have access to information on ancient 
sites and monuments is becoming increasingly im
portant in many sectors of society. This applies to 
physical planning, forestry, infrastructure, research, 
and so on. Digital information is being used to an 
increasing extent. There is therefore a keen interest 
in also having access to information on ancient sites 
and monuments in digital form.

There is a great need for analyses and summaries 
of existing knowledge. This is difficult to achieve 
today with information on ancient sites and monu
ments in analogue form. Examples of possible appli
cations of an information system are: to investigate 
the degree of preservation or destruction of ancient 
sites and monuments; to investigate how sites and 
monuments are related to prehistoric and historical 
land use by studying environmental factors (e.g. 
soils, fertility, proximity to water) and geological 
conditions (e.g. uplift); to study archaeological sites 
and monuments and current land use in order to 
take preventive measures, for instance, as regards 
to the damage caused by forestry.

The information system will contain integrated 
position data and attribute data. The information 
will mainly be the same as in the manual Register 
of Ancient Sites and Monuments. The information 
system may help to ensure that ancient monuments

12 Projects and Progress in Archaeology



are preserved instead of being destroyed because of 
ignorance of their existence and location.

Since the State County Administration, according 
to the Cultural Monuments Act, is responsible for 
decisions on matters concerning ancient sites and 
monuments, it is natural to have authority to enter 
data in the information system. A decentralization 
of the registration work, however, needs to be combi
ned with different types of support from the Natio
nal Heritage Board and an effective quality assuran
ce system.

The records in the information system concern 
ancient sites and monuments on land. The National 
Maritime Museum keeps a register of ancient sites 
and monuments in maritime settings and stores the 
information in a database. The information system 
and the maritime database will be linked.

In the future it will also be possible to link other 
digital registers and other digital information to the 
information system, for example, buildings, a natio
nal 14C register which is being constructed, and a fu
ture excavation register. The information system for 
ancient sites and monuments will be part of a larger 
shared system for cultural heritage management as 
a whole.

Today’s manual Register of Ancient Sites and 
Monuments is unique because it covers most of the 
country and contains a large quantity of informa
tion. When the information system is in operation 
and sufficient quantities of information are digitised, 
there will be great opportunities for syntheses and 
analyses, which are not possible today.

For further information about the project see 
www.raa.se/u/fornminnesinformation/index.htm.

Developing an Information System for Ancient Sites and Monuments 13



Runes
Marit Åhlén

Rune stones are well-known monuments from the 
Viking Age. From present-day Sweden we know of 
roughly 2,500 Viking Age rune stones, carved and 
erected during the closing phase of the Viking Age, 
most of them from the eleventh century. Since Sweden 
has more runic inscriptions than any other country 
in the world, we have a great responsibility for their 
care and preservation. Rune stones are not just im
portant antiquities, which through their position in 
the cultural landscape convey information; they are 
also linguistic monuments, the oldest original docu
ments in the Swedish language. To be able to cover 
all the aspects of work with runic material, antiqua
rian training with archaeology as the main subject 
is thus insufficient. For a runologist, a schooling in 
historical linguistics, with the university subject of 
Scandinavian languages, is the most important 
training. In addition, it is of course also important 
to have competence in archaeology and/or history.

A part of the Documentation and Research 
Department of the National Fleritage Board is the 
Runic Unit, where runological work is pursued.
All new finds of rune stones and objects with runic 
inscriptions are reported to the Runic Unit. An aver
age of one unknown rune stone per year is found 
somewhere in Sweden. It is one of the highlights of 
the job to be the first person for many centuries to 
read the message that someone wanted to leave 
to posterity by carving runes in stone. It is equally 
exciting to read and interpret the runic texts on 
objects unearthed by archaeological excavations.

Lödöse near Gothenburg was for a long time the 
prime site for runic inscriptions on material other 
than stone. Over 50 objects of wood or metal with 
carved runes have been found there. Lödöse’s position

as the leading find spot in Sweden was long unchal
lenged. With the large-scale excavations in Sigtuna 
in the 1980s and 1990s, however, the old town by 
Lake Mälaren has taken over the leading position. 
About a hundred finds with runic inscriptions of 
varying length have been registered, most of them 
on unworked pieces or on artefacts of bone and antler. 
The runic material from Sigtuna is extremely varied, 
ranging from texts in Latin with a religious message 
to sheer beginners’ carvings, where people practised 
runic characters and carving techniques. Reading 
runic inscriptions on artefacts requires more of the 
interpreter than what is needed to understand the 
messages on stones. Inscriptions on stones are relati
vely stereotyped and ceremonial, as befits a monu
ment, whereas the messages carved on small objects 
are more varied and spontaneous. The vocabulary is 
thus larger and different. To facilitate interpretation 
and for other linguistic analysis there is a joint 
Nordic database containing all known runic in
scriptions. It is possible to search for any string of 
characters to see whether a comparable inscription 
is attested.

All new finds of rune stones and other objects 
with runic inscriptions are published in the Norwe
gian journal Nytt om runer and - albeit slightly 
later - in Fornvännen, Journal of Swedish Antiquarian 
Research. They are also successively added to the 
database of runic inscriptions.

Of all the known Swedish runic inscriptions, the 
vast majority have been edited in the large scholarly 
series Sveriges runinskrifter, where they are published 
province by province. The first fascicle to be printed 
dealt with runic inscriptions on Öland. It appeared 
in 1900. Since then the other provinces of Sweden
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Rune stone from Rinkaby Parish north-east of Örebro in Närke. 
The inscription reads: “Tored had this stone raised in memory of 
Lydbjörn, her doughty son." Photo: Bengt A. Lundberg, National 
Heritage Board.

have been published, with the exception of Hälsing
land and Medelpad and the northern third of Got
land. As the publication of the provincial volumes is 
nearing completion, we have begun to prepare new 
editions of the earliest volumes. In addition, we lack 
Swedish editions of the provinces with rune stones 
which were not Swedish during the Middle Ages. 
These are found in Norges innskrifter med de ældre/ 
yngre runer (Bohuslän and Jämtland) and in Dan
marks runeindskrifter (Skåne, Blekinge, Halland).

Interpreting and publishing the runic inscriptions 
of Sweden is one task. Another duty incumbent on

the Runic Unit is the care of rune stones. A runic 
inscription in the countryside which is not cared for 
in some way will soon become overgrown with lichen 
and moss. After a couple of decades it may become 
virtually impossible to see that there are lines and 
runes carved on the stone. Visiting an overgrown 
inscription is not exactly an unforgettable expe
rience. It is therefore important that rune stones in 
the landscape are maintained; the inscribed area 
must be kept as free of lichen as possible, and the 
carved lines should be painted to make them easier 
to follow.

Rune stones are cleaned by specialists in stone 
conservation, who choose the cleaning method de
pending on the type of rock and the condition of the 
stone. It is essential to subject the stone to as little 
mechanical wear as possible. In conjunction with 
cleaning, cracks are also sealed to prevent water 
from penetrating the stone and causing it to split 
when it freezes. Many rune stones have suffered 
harsh treatment over the centuries and have been 
broken into pieces. The cement with which they are 
put together does not last forever, but has to be 
changed after a few decades. This too is done by the 
stone conservators.

When the stone conservators are finished with 
their part of the job, runologists take over. They 
paint the carved lines. Since the paint is applied to 
an original artefact, the rune stone, it is important 
to use a type of paint which is not absorbed by the 
stone but which remains as a layer on the surface 
and can be removed without leaving any trace. 
Painting a rune stone simultaneously means inter
preting it, by deciding the course of the carved lines. 
When the lines are deep, well preserved, and clearly 
carved, this is fairly simple. But there are cases 
where the lines are so shallow and weathered that 
they can scarcely be discerned. A seasoned field 
runologist has developed an instinct for feeling the 
difference between a carved and a weathered mark 
in the stone. In really difficult cases it may be neces
sary to read and paint the inscription at night, using 
oblique lighting.
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Caring for rune stones which stand alone in the 
countryside is important not just to satisfy the inte
rested visitor. It is one of the duties of the National 
Heritage Board to make ancient sites and monu
ments accessible and also to preserve them. A lichen- 
covered rune stone may be exposed to unintentional 
damage by someone who is not aware that the stone 
is an ancient monument, since nothing is visible. In 
addition, the roots of the lichen secrete substances 
which hasten weathering. Another reason for keep
ing the inscribed area free of lichen is that the small, 
growing organisms chip away tiny pieces of the stone. 
If this is allowed to continue for a long time, the 
result can be noticeable.

A runic inscription that is well conserved in every 
respect is an accessible ancient monument. To keep 
the inscription free from lichen for as long as possible 
after it is cleaned, the Runic Unit has engaged over 
800 “daddies” for rune stones, volunteers whose 
task is to look after more than 1,000 stones all over

Sweden. It would be impossible for the two runo- 
logists centrally employed by the National Heritage 
Board to inspect every stone regularly. This task is 
instead carried out by the volunteers, who live near 
the rune stone for which they are responsible. These 
can be a local history society, a private person, a 
school class, or the like. They have undertaken to 
wash the stone once a year with ordinary water and 
a soft brush. This treatment means that new lichen 
grows much more slowly on the inscribed surface 
than would otherwise have been the case. They also 
cut away long grass and scrub growing around the 
stone so that it stands out properly. There are two 
reasons for doing this: the immediate vicinity of the 
rune stone will look tidy, and the stone will stand in 
a free and airy position, which also means that lichen 
grows more slowly. The “daddies” make a great 
contribution to the care and conservation of rune 
stones in Sweden, on a wholly voluntary, unpaid basis. 
They help to preserve our unique cultural heritage.

The king's bone" from Sigtuna, found during the 1990 excavations. On one side the inscription reads: “The 
king is most generous with food, he is richest, he is full of favour." On the other side, carved by a different hand, 
we read: "Marre gave the bone. He is richest..." Photo: Bengt A. Lundberg, National Heritage Board.

16 Projects and Progress in Archaeology



Atlas of Mining Districts in Sweden
Ing-Marie Pettersson Jensen

In the parts of Sweden where mining started in 
the Middle Ages, operations often continued until 
the twentieth century, and in some cases there is still 
an existing steel industry. The landscape has been 
shaped by the mining and metal production, and 
there are thousands of remains of this activity. 
Thanks to the surveys of ancient sites and monu
ments conducted by the National Heritage Board, 
there is also a general description of the sites.

The main aim of the project “Atlas of Mining 
Districts in Sweden” is to present the historical re
mains of mining, the buildings and settings in the 
landscape and to make them more accessible. The 
project reports are also intended to give the authori
ties responsible for cultural heritage management 
better information on which to base their work of 
preserving and presenting the industrial heritage.
In addition, the results should be useful in research 
into the history of mining areas. The project combines 
different types of sources: archaeology, buildings, 
written sources, and place-names.

The work is presented in reports. Of the 23 plan
ned reports, ten have been published and ten are cur
rently being written.

The project is being run in collaboration between 
the National Heritage Board, the Swedish Ironmas
ters’ Association, and authorities responsible for cul
tural heritage management in the concerned regions.

Background
Mining and metal production have a long tradition 
in Sweden, and iron production has been on a parti
cularly large scale. In certain periods Sweden was 
the leading iron exporter in Europe. There has also

been considerable extraction of copper and silver. 
Important mines are the large copper mine in Falun 
and the silver mine in Sala.

In the written sources, which are highly fragmen
tary by European standards, it is possible to follow 
the development of mining from the late thirteenth 
century onwards. Research in the last few decades, 
chiefly in archaeology and science, has provided a 
completely new picture of mining, both chronologi
cally and technically. The extraction of copper and 
silver may have begun as early as the eighth or ninth 
century. There is evidence of blast furnace techno
logy in the late twelfth century.

As a result of constant structural transformations, 
many smelting house locations have been abando
ned, from the Middle Ages until the present day. 
Many medieval smelting houses were situated in 
outland and are thus relatively well preserved. Most 
smelting houses, however, were centrally located in 
the villages and have been replaced by a corn mill 
or a sawmill. The structures that are now in urban 
environments are usually the ones that have incur
red most damage, and they have often been replaced 
by other industry. The majority, however, are in rural 
settings, often in sparsely populated areas, so there 
are very good opportunities to study the remains.

In many areas, above all in the central Swedish 
mining district of Bergslagen, the landscape is heavily 
influenced by mining. By every stream and river 
there are remains of smelting houses and bare iron 
forges, and most lakes are or have been dammed.
In the ore-bearing areas there are thousands of mines 
with large open-cast pits and heaps of waste rock. 
Most of the industrial buildings are ruins today, but 
occasional smelting houses, hammer mills, and
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The areas studied by the project.

mine buildings still survive to illustrate iron pro
duction from the seventeenth century onwards. By 
studying the layout of villages, the location, size, 
and appearance of housing from a historical per
spective, it is in many cases possible to detect for
mer ownership patterns and the social status of 
those who worked with mining. The place-names 
in these areas also reflect mining. For example, 
villages often have names ending in bytta “smel
ting house”.

Before metal production got under way, many 
of these areas were forest land without permanent 
farms or villages. When mining started there was 
extensive colonization and cultivation of virgin soil, 
from the twelfth century onwards. The majority of 
those who carried on mining in Sweden were free
hold farmers who combined agriculture with mi
ning and who owned shares in mines and smelting 
houses. Industrialism led to great structural trans
formations and new patterns of work and settle
ment in Bergslagen. After 1900, operations were 
concentrated in a few sites and the miner-farmers 
were driven out of mining, unable to compete.

The Arrangement of the Reports
An important aim of the project has been to adopt 
a holistic view of the mining districts, that is, to 
proceed from the whole environment of which an 
individual object is an expression. The reports 
therefore present both ruined structures and stan
ding buildings. The locations of the buildings and 
the oldest known boundaries of the villages - based 
on the earliest maps, usually from the seventeenth 
century - are also presented on maps showing 
today’s settlement, roads, and so on. Place-names 
are shown in their oldest known orthographical 
variants.

The introduction to each report sums up the re
mains of mining history covering the entire area. 
The remains are presented and described in their 
categories. The second part of each report comes 
down to village level, individual remains, and
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Village map with recorded remains of mining history.

standing buildings. Based on excerpts from histori
cal sources and early maps, the starting and closing 
dates of individual sites are stated. The presentation 
proceeds from the villages which are attested in 
medieval times or in the oldest cadastral record, 
usually from around 1540. The oldest known boun

daries of the villages are shown on detailed maps 
which also serve as a basis for the general maps.

The maps, which are produced digitally, are cen
tral to the presentation. Some examples are shown 
above. In future it is planned to have an Internet 
version of the reports, supplemented with pictures.
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The Archaeological Excavations Department
Cecilia Åqvist

The Archaeological Excavations Department, abbre
viated UV (Undersökningsverksamheten), is the lar
gest archaeological unit in Sweden, chiefly for cont
ract archaeology. Excavations are supposed to be of 
good scientific quality and financed by the develo
per. Excavations by UV are to serve as a standard

and guidance for all contract archaeology in Sweden. 
The results in the form of new knowledge should be 
presented in the right form to several different target 
groups. UV also produces other types of information 
on cultural history as an aid to community plan
ning, such as preliminary studies for environmental

A masterpiece from the Stone Age - the beautifully decorated 8,300-year-old axe-helve from Tågerup. 
The ornaments could very well have a meaning beyond pure aesthetics. Tribal or dan signs? Perhaps 
calendar or astronomical purposes? Photo: Mats Regnell, National Heritage Board.
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Development of digital methods 

Intrasis 

- GIS

The most important spheres of activity in the department.

Archaeological excavations

- desk based studies

- field evaluations

- pilot studies

- excavations

I

III

Environmental impact assessments 
and planning data

impact reports and municipal planning. Although 
UV mainly works within Sweden, it has taken part 
in several international projects, for example, in 
Hungary and Sicily.

UV has a total of more than 150 employees, in 
five regional offices. This ensures broad, locally 
based competence which can simultaneously benefit 
from the competence of the nationwide organiza
tion. Besides archaeologists, the department has 
various specialists working in fields such as geo
archaeology, osteology, wood types, archaeobotany, 
and the analysis of early maps.

UV’s aim is to perform cost-effective and techno
logically efficient archaeology with high scholarly 
ambition and rational methods.

I - Archaeological excavations
The main sphere of activities is archaeological 
excavations. Each year about 200 investigations of 
various kinds are carried out. One of the most com
plex and interesting hitherto known Mesolithic sett
lement sites in Scandinavia was excavated in 1998. 
It was at Tågerup in Skåne, in the south of Sweden. 
The Tågerup site displays a unique combination of 
huts and houses, graves, and wooden implements, 
flints and bones which are part of a 1,200-year-long 
occupation sequence, dated to cal. 6400-5200 BC. 
During that time there was a gradual but radical

change in the settlement structure and organization, 
landscape use, flint technology, and food procure
ment strategies. How these changes affected the 
mentality of the population is the main focus of the 
project.

II - Development of digital methods
Methodological development is another important 
sphere of activity. This section works with GIS and 
digital information technology. In recent years UV 
has developed a new field documentation system 
called Intrasis.

Intrasis is based on GIS technology, which hand
les geographical data and different types of data 
entry. With the aid of GIS, plans and background 
maps are integrated with descriptions of archaeolo
gical phenomena such as features, finds, and samples. 
The registration is adjusted to the needs and charac
ter of the particular excavation and to the archaeo
logical questions to which answers are sought. 
Intrasis is easy to use, and the user has access to 
a comprehensive help system in html-format.

Intrasis suits commissions of all kinds, from sur
veys to large, complex excavations. One or more 
users can work at the same time with the excavation 
and its database. Intrasis can be run in spartan field 
conditions on portable computers or in offices with 
large networks.
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The new field documentation system Intrasis is GIS-based. 

It is easy to edit the result on-screen. Changes in dialogues 

and windows are dynamic, reacting to changes in the 

structure of the database. The picture shows a Swedish 

version.

Intrasis supports data from total stations, GPS 
receivers, digitising tables, and photogrammetry. 
Geographical data can be directly edited on-screen. 
Analysis and presentation can be done with the sup
port of ArcView and Microsoft Access.

Ill - Environmental impact assessments 
and planning data
The third sphere of activities is to provide infor
mation for planning purposes. This sphere is cur
rently being developed. There is an increasing de
mand for data on cultural history on which to base 
planning. The call for sustainable development 
requires greater consideration of cultural and histo
rical qualities in the environment. Traces of cultural 
history must be preserved and also used to enrich

Areas with concealed ancient remains can be identified with 

GIS analyses. The areas are coloured orange on the map. The 

example comes from the municipality of Huddinge, just outside 

Stockholm.
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the environment. For this purpose, UV compiles in
formation for planning purposes:

• data for environmental impact assessments;
• archaeological investigations for assessment 

in accordance with the Cultural Monuments 
Act;

• forecasts on concealed ancient remains in 
different areas;

• CIS databases for the administration of cultural 
sites;

• analyses of historical maps.

Good planning data combines traditional carto
graphic methods with modern geographic infor
mation technology. With GIS it is possible to link 
data on cultural history to the constituent parts of 
a cartographic image. GIS are not only a tool for

documentation and presentation; they also enable 
the analysis and presentation of information in a 
manageable way. UV is developing various appli
cations.

Landscape visualization with the aid of GIS. The ancient sites and
monuments at the mouth of the River Ångermanälven, northern

llage on the hill. Low 
s in two clusters of 
The village faces the 
rhe village site is now a 
ted monument.

Section of a larger map showing how people in the now 
abandoned village of Broby, near Strängnäs in central Sweden, 
lived and worked over almost 1,000 years. The map has been 
used as an ideas bank for the design of a planned housing 
development.

The river once attracted settle
ment. The road over the river 
gave the village its name,

Sweden, and different proposed routes for a new railway, the 
Bothnia Line. Linked to each ancient site and monument (bar) is 
a databank. An example of information produced as a basis for 
an environmental impact assessment.
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Present-day Landscapes with a History
Mats Burström

The project “Present-day Landscapes with a History” 
aims to make visible the cultural values of the land
scape from a broad, multidisciplinary perspective 
and to draw up a programme for seeing to these 
values in the best possible way in antiquarian prac
tice. The explicit point of departure for the project is 
the present-day landscape with all its complexity 
and chronologically mixed content.

The Eye of the Beholder
An important task for the project is to draw atten
tion to the landscape values that are primarily in the 
eye of the beholder. Our view of the landscape - 
like our outlook on nature - is of necessity determi
ned by history and culture. To arrive at a deeper un
derstanding of the cultural values of the landscape, 
disciplines such as history of ideas, ethnology, art, 
and literature are of great importance. Together 
with the more firmly established outlooks of archaeo
logy and historical geography, they can serve as a 
basis for the analysis and interpretation of the land
scape as a whole. Another factor of great interest for 
the project is the significance of place-names for fil
ling the landscape with meaning, and the relation 
between nature conservation and cultural heritage 
management. The distinction between nature and 
culture is an example of the type of categorization 
that arises in the eye of the beholder.

The view of what is valuable and worth conser
ving in the landscape varies over time and between 
different groups of users and interpreters. It is of 
particular interest to study how the professionally 
managed cultural heritage relates to the perceptions 
of other groups about what is interesting and worth

preserving. Central questions are: What do we wish 
to uphold as cultural heritage managers? Why do 
we choose to uphold this? What do we not uphold? 
How do other people perceive our choices? What 
are the effects of our choices (on the landscape/on 
society)?

How do cultural expressions, such as pictorial art, affect our way of 
seeing and experiencing the landscape? "The Human Condition" 
by René Magritte. © René Magritte/BUS 2000.
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Dialogue
The state policy on culture presupposes that what is 
cultural heritage is determined between cultural in
stitutions, citizens, and society as a whole. If this is 
to function in practice, it requires dialogue between 
the parties. In the project “Present-day Landscapes 
with a History” we are trying to develop forms for 
two-way communication between professional cul
tural heritage managers and citizens in general.
It is hoped that we can thereby contribute to the 
formation of a new antiquarian attitude. According 
to this, cultural heritage management should not 
just convey knowledge but also actively find out 
what opinions different groups in society have about 
what is valuable and worth preserving in the land
scape.

Another important task for cultural heritage ma
nagement is to work actively to ensure that the cul
tural heritage is used as a resource to enrich people’s 
lives. Today most ancient sites and monuments are 
noticed only when it is discovered that they are in 
the way of a planned land development. The atten
tion is then often focused on the costs that the sites 
and monuments may entail, for example, in the 
form of archaeological excavations. An important 
part of the antiquarian task should therefore be to 
make visible the values that the cultural heritage 
represents and what it can give people even when 
it is not threatened.

Time and Changeability
There is an important difference in how professional 
cultural heritage managers and the general public 
usually regard the temporal dimension of the land
scape. For cultural heritage management it seems 
natural to divide the landscape up into different time 
horizons. The landscape is then seen as a kind of 
millefeuille gateau in which each time stratum is a 
whole unto itself. An important part of the work is 
thus to determine to which time stratum individual 
objects belong.

In today's landscape, prehistodc burial mounds and modem 
blocks of flats share the same spaces. Photo: Mats Burström, 
National Heritage Board.

For people in general it is rarely the dating of an 
ancient monument or some other object in the land
scape that is of the greatest interest. It is instead the 
object itself, its position in the landscape, and what 
it might mean that is of the greatest interest. History 
helps to make the object meaningful by telling some
thing about its origin. The content of the stories that 
are told changes through time, and this is in itself a 
part of the cultural heritage. Through the narratives, 
the material and the immaterial cultural heritage 
are united.

Landscapes are - and have always been - in 
constant change. In the present-day landscape we 
therefore find a cacophony of material expressions; 
objects and phenomena from different periods and 
different cultural contexts are intermingled in a 
seemingly haphazard way. This complexity is some
thing that characterizes the present-day landscape, 
and it is something to which cultural heritage mana
gement must relate. Instead of isolating and separa
ting different temporal strata as a matter of routine, 
it seems reasonable to affirm the complexity of the 
landscape and to see the value of this.

The chronologically mixed content of the present- 
day landscape shows that the same geographical 
space has contained many different landscapes.
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In a forest glade, a disinte
grated chimney and a 
flowering lilac bush testify 
to a bygone era. Photo: Örjan 
Hermodsson, National Heri
tage Board.

In the same area that constitutes today’s landscape 
there were once people with a completely different 
material culture, with a different way of life, and 
with other cultural conceptions. They lived in the 
same area, yet in a different landscape, another 
world. This insight gives us a chance to reflect upon 
both the past and the present. It also puts contem
porary landscape changes in perspective.

Existential Reflection
Remains from early times are among the phenomena 
in the landscape which attract people’s attention and 
insist on an interpretation. One type of site that inte
rests a broad section of the general public is the re
mains of crofts, often from the nineteenth century. 
The interest is often aroused by something one hap
pens to run into in the landscape. In many cases it is 
something in the vegetation that first attracts atten
tion. An apple tree, a lilac bush, or some culinary 
vegetable that is discovered, seemingly “in the 
middle of the forest”. Gradually one also discovers

the remains of the overgrown stones of the hearth 
and the flat, mossy slab that was once the doorstep. 
These observations reveal that people once lived 
here, not very long ago, people who called the place 
“home”. The view of how a place is transformed, 
how the vegetation claims back what was recently 
in order, how time has gradually broken down matter 
- all this provokes reflection. Perhaps it arouses 
thoughts about the passage of time, about one’s own 
ageing, and about one’s own existence.

Old objects and phenomena in the landscape can 
thus not only give us knowledge about bygone times. 
They also invite a kind of existential reflection. One 
point of departure for this reflection is the fact that 
certain objects are still there in the landscape although 
they are very old, while other objects - perhaps 
much younger - have disappeared or are disintegra
ting. This raises eternal questions about permanence 
and perishabililty, life and death. What is left of the 
past in the landscape? What has vanished? What 
will we leave behind us? What will disappear?
What will the landscape of the future look like?
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Digital Historical Maps for Cultural Heritage 
Management
Sven Rentzhog

Swedish land survey began its work in the 1630s, 
and through the centuries it has produced large 
quantities of small- and large-scale maps. This trea
sury of maps is unique in the world, constituting an 
important source for our knowledge of changes in 
the Swedish landscape in the last three centuries or 
more. The maps have been used for a long time by 
scholars in various historically oriented disciplines. 
In the last few decades the accelerating expansion of 
the infrastructure and structural changes in farming 
and forestry have had increasingly sweeping conse
quences for the landscape and its cultural and histo
ric values. The historical maps have thereby become 
an increasingly important source of knowledge and 
basis for decisions for responsible officials in the 
various institutions working with cultural heritage 
management (The National Heritage Board, county 
administrations, county museums). For this purpose,

a method for adjusting the historical maps, primarily 
to the modern Economic Map (scale 1:10,000) has 
been developed; it is known as historical overlay 
mapping.

In the 1990s GIS (Geographical Information Sys
tems) have become an increasingly important tool in 
community planning. Since cultural heritage mana
gement is established in law as an important ele
ment in physical planning, there have been growing 
calls for the transfer of information to a GIS context 
so that it can be made comparable with planning 
information and data from other sectors of society. 
Intensive work is therefore currently in progress at 
the National Heritage Board, with the aim of adap
ting the Register of Ancient Sites and Monuments, 
historic buildings, and the like to GIS. A part of this 
work is a project which has been running for a year: 
“Digital Historical Maps for Cultural Heritage

Management”. This project is 
developing methods to adapt the 
historical maps to GIS and for 
presentation on the Internet. The 
work of the project is geared to 
two main tasks, which may be 
said to be different stages in the 
chain of digital data capture 
and are therefore handled in two 
different parts of the project.

What is preserved? What has changed? 

The historical map is the key to an 

understanding. Photo: Stefan Höglin, 

National Heritage Board.
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“Digital Historical Maps - Access to Historical 
Cartographic Information from Public Archives” is 
partly financed by the EU as an international colla
borative project aimed at making scanned maps 
available on the Internet. The project is to be com
pleted by the end of 2000, and a selection of histori
cal maps from different parts of the country will 
then be available on the Internet (for further infor
mation see the project’s website: www.dhm.lm.se).

“Historical Cartographic Data for CIS” is a pro
ject for the development of methods of digital rectifi
cation, that is, geometrical adaptation of the histo
rical maps to modern maps, but above all it is 
concerned with vectorization. The aim is to develop 
a standardized method for vectorizing the historical 
maps for use in cultural heritage management. The 
work involves the analysis and modelling of the in
formation contained in the old maps, establishing a 
standardized storage structure for cultural heritage 
management, and developing easily comprehensible 
user support for vectorization and capturing attri
bute data. The project is to be completed by the end 
of 2002.

The results of the two parts of the project are 
expected to lead to a number of favourable effects.

Accessibility and usability are expected to increase, 
which will also mean that the historical maps can 
be used more efficiently. In the long term the costs 
in time and money for handling, processing, and 
analysing historical maps will decrease.

Intended Effects:

• Increased accessibility
• Reduced wear on the original maps when digital 

methods replace manual ones
• A national standard for concepts, structure, and 

storage of digital historical cartographic infor
mation

• Users will work with common tools and met
hods, leading to an increase in the uniformity 
and quality of the finished data

• More efficient use
• Historical maps can be handled in GIS together 

with other digital information on the cultural en
vironment, giving opportunities for deeper inter
pretations and evaluations of surviving traces 
and structures in today’s landscape

For more information about the project see the 
National Heritage Board’s website at www.raa.se.

Norrata Rectory in Gävleborg County. 
Geometrical survey from 1768.
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Developing and Presenting the Results 
of Contract Archaeology
Lena Flodin

For a number of years now, public and internal in
quiries and documents in Sweden have stressed the 
importance of improving contract archaeology as 
regards scholarly problematization, cost-efficiency, 
and the dissemination of results. Work on the infra
structure in recent years has led to large sums of 
money being spent on archaeology. A number of 
questions have been posed: What results have been 
achieved by contract archaeology and what new 
knowledge is generated? How are the results of the 
excavations used, disseminated, and made avail
able? How is new knowledge used in research, in 
exhibitions, for information work, and when hand
ling matters in cultural heritage management?

The generally increased demands for explicit 
forms of decision making, for the presentation of 
results and the attainment of objectives have also 
meant that there are increasing expectations that the 
National Heritage Board should support the sector 
in order to achieve these objectives. It has proved 
difficult, however, to state in concrete terms what is 
meant by scientific quality; there has been a lack of 
established routines and methods for measuring and 
quantifying this. Consequently, it has also been diffi
cult to follow up processes and results. The new en
vironmental policy which focuses on a sustainable 
society also has repercussions on archaeology. 
Among other things, it presupposes that the results 
of (contract) archaeology are made visible and that 
various registers, especially the Register of Ancient 
Sites and Monuments, are accessible. Policy changes 
in agriculture, forestry, and energy are other factors 
with an impact on the historical landscape and an
cient sites and monuments.

The National Heritage Board also has the task of 
ensuring that issues concerning the cultural heritage 
are perceived by the general public as being impor
tant, and that the accessibility of information and 
research on the cultural heritage will increase.
One stage in this is the effort to make the results of 
contract archaeology visible. In March 1999 the 
National Heritage Board therefore started the pro
ject “Developing and Presenting the Results of 
Contract Archaeology”. The main aim of the project 
is to design the different forms of support which the 
sector needs, to develop the scientific methodology 
of contract archaeology, to make the results of con
tract archaeology visible and hence ensure its role 
in the field of cultural heritage management, and 
to strengthen the positive and leading role of the 
National Heritage Board in the development of 
contract archaeology.

In 1999-2000 the following parts of the project 
have been carried out. The majority of these sub- 
projects were implemented in close collaboration 
with the county administrations and in part with 
universities and colleges. The projects are presented 
in reports and discussed at seminars.

Controllers
An archaeological controller is supposed to be a 
support, above all for the county administration, but 
also to some extent for the developer and the archaeo
logical unit. The controller is to be a resource in the 
introductory stages of a project in contract archaeo
logy, and also in the follow-up and evaluation sta
ges. A controller should be a person with scholarly
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competence. His or her work should also serve to 
develop tools for controlling goals and results, scien
tific methodology, cost-effectiveness, and methods 
for the quality assurance of contract archaeology.
In 1999-2000 proposals for a model have been 
drawn up, to determine how the support function can 
be designed and financed.

Thematic Evaluations
In cultural heritage management there is a need for 
continuous and all-round review of the concept of 
ancient sites and monuments and different forms of 
protection in accordance with the Cultural Monu
ments Act. To design strategies, to ascertain needs 
for different types of antiquarian and archaeological 
measures and to conduct evaluations, we need infor
mation in the form of summaries of the state of our 
knowledge and of current practice. In 1999 the 
National Heritage Board surveyed the damage to 
ancient sites and monuments in forests. The results 
were depressing, showing that about 50 per cent of 
the protected ancient sites and monuments had in
curred damage from modern forestry.

In 1999-2000 an evaluation of areas with clea
rance cairns is being carried out. Many groups of 
clearance cairns are in what is forest land today, 
often covering very large areas. Until quite recently, 
they were relatively well protected, but now they 
are threatened by modern forestry, especially ground 
preparation and soil scarification. Since antiquities 
in forests have been preserved to a large extent, they 
are important knowledge banks today. Clearance 
cairns mainly occur in the southern parts of Sweden, 
but also to a more limited extent in the north of the 
country. It is only in the last ten to fifteen years that 
serious interest in these has been aroused among 
archaeologists, partly because it was only towards 
the end of the 1980s that they came to be regarded 
as ancient sites and monuments in the terms of the 
Act. Another reason is that major infrastructure pro
jects in the form of road and railway construction 
did not affect forested areas until recently. As a con

sequence of this, excavations have been carried out, 
showing that these remains provide knowledge 
about more than just the history of cultivation. On 
the basis of the evaluation, the National Heritage 
Board will draw up recommendations and general 
advice about the application of the Cultural Monu
ments Act to areas with clearance cairns, along with 
measures to reduce the extent of damage caused by 
ground preparation.

In 2000 a similar evaluation of more modern re
mains of settlement is being performed. In the long 
term it is also conceivable that thematic evaluations 
will be followed up with experimental investigations 
in order to evaluate different methods of excavation 
and analysis.

Reports
There is constant discussion of the proper form of 
archaeological reports and for whom they should be 
written. In addition, there is discussion of how one 
should assess the archaeological reports in relation 
to the requirements and preconditions in the form of 
specifications of requirements and excavation plans, 
recommendations, research programmes, and so on. 
In 1999 work began on drawing up criteria and a 
method for inspecting and evaluation the quality of 
reports. In 2000 the method will be tested on a num
ber of reports.

To stimulate work on developing the content and 
form of archaeological reports, to raise the scientific 
quality, and to make the results visible, in 1999 the 
National Heritage Board announced a competition 
in which the institutions which do contract archaeo
logy were allowed to nominate a report which satis
fied certain predetermined criteria. The prize was a 
sum of money to be used for a research task associa
ted with the winning report.

In Sweden, as in many other European countries, 
there are a number of excavations from the 1980s 
and earlier for which there are still no reports, for 
various reasons. In 1999-2000 a number of older 
excavations have been presented in reports. The
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main aim has been to work out methods suitable for 
older material - especially urban excavations; field 
plans have been scanned and compiled in digital in
terpretative plans. It has also been important to find 
appropriate levels and access points to earlier exca
vations. Besides presenting some selected results and 
scholarly analysis, the reports should also function 
as a key to the material. The writing of a report 
helps to make the results visible and to feed back 
knowledge from older excavations, and it is useful 
for antiquarian work, for example, when future inter
ventions in the ancient sites and monuments are 
planned. The reports written hitherto have yielded 
positive results.

a supplement to a magazine that goes out to forest 
owners in Sweden; the supplement was about an
cient sites and monuments in forests.

Research Coordinators
To improve the transfer of knowledge between the 
universities and those working in contract archaeo
logy, a project was initiated in 1995, entitled 
“Contract Archaeology and Research”. The project 
has been financed with five limited-term posts attached 
to the departments of archaeology at the universities 
of Umeå, Uppsala, Stockholm, Gothenburg, and Lund.

Publication and Informing 
the Public
Other ways of informing the public 
are conferences, theme issues on 
archaeology in various periodicals, 
and so on. For example, in spring 
2000 the National Heritage Board 
cooperated on the preparation of

Archaeology Day is geared to the general 
public. It is held each year on a Sunday 
in August. The National Heritage Board 
takes the initiative for the event and 
produces a folder on the selected theme. 
Coordination and implementation are 
handled by the county museums and 
other bodies pursuing archaeological 
work in the regions. In 1998 the theme 
was "The Use of Symbols and Archaeo
logy", in 1999 it was "... And What about 
the Children?", white this year it will be 
"An Archaeologist - That's What I Want 
to be Too!” Photo: Magnus Westerborn, 
Örebro.
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The posts are financed jointly by the National Heri
tage Board (50%) and research foundations such as 
the Bank of Sweden Tercentenary Foundation and 
the Council for Research in the Humanities and Social 
Sciences (50%). The coordinators are intended to 
provide regional scientific support for county admi
nistrations and excavators. Among other things, 
they support the excavators and the county admini
strations when they draw up their regional research 
plans, specifications of requirements, and assessments 
of excavation plans. The coordinators also work to 
ensure that material from contract archaeology is 
used in university research. The 50 per cent that is 
financed by the research foundations is to be used 
for the coordinators’ own research on material from 
contract archaeology.

A fundamental feature of the project and of the 
work of the research coordinators has been to deve
lop cooperation and interaction at various levels in 
the regions in which they work. It has been conside
red essential to establish various meeting places and 
networks for the exchange of new knowledge and 
experience. Seminars for important research areas 
have been initiated, along with the design of 
archaeological research programmes. Some of the 
coordinators have arranged annual meetings for the

regional archaeological sector, in order to discuss 
cooperation across boundaries, strategies, and other 
general matters.

Increased cooperation has also stimulated the 
work of making the results of contract archaeology 
visible. Discussions of reports, information, semi
nars, publications, exhibitions, and educational 
drives have been carried on in various contexts. 
There are also efforts to make contract archaeology 
visible in the research debate.

The fact that higher scholarly demands are now 
made of contract archaeology means a more distinct 
link to research. At the regional level there have 
been measures to increase exchange and contacts 
between contract archaeology and the universities. 
Seminars on contract archaeology, education, and 
research have been one element in this, allowing a 
discussion of the role of various players and the 
place of archaeology in society.

The National Heritage Board also collaborates 
with the universities through the National Consulta
tion Group for Archaeology, in which representa
tives of universities, colleges, and cultural heritage 
management participate. The aim is to inform, 
discuss, and suggest various efforts in the archaeo
logical sector.
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presents activities based on or associated with archaeology that are currently being pursued at 
the National Heritage Board. With this publication we hope to stimulate contacts and dialogue 
with colleagues in the archaeological world.

Some of the activities presented are part of the regular tasks at the National Heritage Board and 
some are limited-term projects. The tasks include conducting surveys of ancient sites and monu
ments, archaeological excavations, and keeping a National Register of Ancient Sites and Monu
ments.
A special category of monuments is the rune stones. The National Heritage Board is also 
responsible for supervising cultural heritage management in Sweden, for example how ancient 
monuments are respected in community planning and modern forestry.

Many of the manually maintained registers kept at the National Heritage Board are at the mo
ment being digitised and transferred to CIS, for example, the National Register of Ancient Sites 
and Monuments. This is also happening with other historical documents, for example, historical 
maps and documentation concerning historical mining districts, so that they can become more 
available for researchers and cultural heritage management. In the future the data are to be made 
accessible to the general public via the Internet.

Other projects aim at developing certain aspects of archaeology and antiquarian practice, to 
increase cooperation between universities and cultural heritage management, antiquarians and 
the general public, and the accessibility and dissemination of archaeological results. All these 
activities are intended to spread the realization that archaeology and the cultural heritage are 
valuable resources which all citizens should be able to use and enjoy in everyday life.
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