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The Archaeological Excavations 
Department (UV)
UV is Sweden’s largest archaeological field institu
tion, and draws on over 40 years of experience. 
Working primarily in the field of contract archaeol
ogy, we aim to carry out modern, effective field
work and analysis to a high scientific standard.

The department employs around 150 personnel 
based at five regional offices throughout southern 
Sweden. This gives UV a broad, locally focused ex
pertise, at the same time allowing us to benefit 
from interregional cooperation.

UV also employs a number of archaeological 
specialists, through whom we provide digital re
cording and analysis (Intrasis and GIS), and ana
lytical services within environmental archaeology, 
osteology, lithics studies, and geoarchaeology/ 
archaeometallurgy.

In addition, we produce a variety of culture-his
torical planning documents and databases. Their 
aim is to allow landscapes, environments, and indi
vidual sites to be managed more effectively.

The department also operates in a number of in
ternational contexts. These include Baltic-region 
projects, aid-related work in the developing world, 
and various other activities across Europe and 
Scandinavia.
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Intrasis (Intra-site Information System)

An information system for recording and manag
ing archaeological field data, Intrasis can be adapt
ed to suit all types of excavation.

In its basic form the system allows data to be 
stored and processed. Additional features make it 
invaluable for all kinds of archaeology.

The system was developed by the Swedish 
National Heritage Board, Archaeological Excava
tions Department. Since April 2000, Intrasis has 
formed the standard field mapping and recording 
system within the department. In addition, the sys
tem has been adopted by various Swedish archaeo
logical institutions, and is employed in other 
Scandinavian countries.

The Intrasis project began in 1998, and is the 
culmination of ten years’ digital documentation ex
perience in the field. Version 2.0 was released in 
May 2003.





UV's Scientific Expertise
Interest in past societies continually gives rise to 
questions relating to previous living environments, 
use of resources, methods of subsistence, and atti
tudes toward the landscape.

Science can yield information on the way of life 
at given periods in history. UV employs specialists 
working in the fields of environmental archaeo
logy, osteology, lithics studies, and geoarchaeology/ 
archaeometallurgy.

Questions arising from the archaeological mate
rial form the point of departure for these types of 
analysis. UV’s specialists possess many years of ex
perience and considerable expertise within their re
spective fields. In addition to dealing with material 
from UV excavations, the department also accepts 
external contacts.





Environmental Archaeology employs the method
ologies of geology, biology, chemistry, and physics. 
Identifying plant remains plays a central role, 
a major component of which is pollen and macro
fossil analysis. UV presently employs two Quater
nary geologists/palaeo-ecologists, who are respon
sible for the environmental component of any 
project. Numerous other methods of analysis are 
also available thanks to our cooperation with vari
ous universities.

Osteology is carried out on the human and ani
mal bones from UV excavations. The department 
currently employs two osteologists.









Lithics are studied at present by one UV specialist. 
Analysis divides into three main areas: identifying 
raw materials; determining methods of production; 
and analysing tool function. UV currently special
izes in flint, but our continually expanding refer
ence collection also includes quartz and other types 
of rock encountered on prehistoric sites.

Geoarchaeology/Archaeometallurgy is carried 
out by UV’s Geoarchaeological Laboratory (GAL), 
where currently five employees work with archaeo
metallurgy, magnetometer survey, and type/pro
venance analysis on rocks and minerals. These per
sonnel also work in the field, primarily on sites 
yielding archaeometallurgical remains.





Culture-Historical Planning Documents 
and Databases
The need for lasting societal development requires 
an increased respect for the culture-historical land
scape. Culture-historical remains should be pre
served, but at the same time employed in order to 
enrich future environments and development pro
jects. To this end, UV produces a variety of culture- 
historical planning documents and databases. Pro
duced either in connection with long-term manage
ment or in response to a specific threat, these types 
of desktop study include:

• Archaeological Impact Assessments (sometimes 
components of wider Environmental Impact As
sessments) in the case of road schemes and 
other major redevelopments;

• studies intended to accurately predict the poten
tial for below-ground archaeological remains 
within areas of proposed redevelopment;

• GIS databases for managing cultural environ
ments;

• maps showing the archaeological nature of 
given areas, for use at an advanced stage in the 
planning process.





International Projects
UV usually works within the national borders of 
Sweden, but the department is also involved in a 
variety of projects around the world. Often situ
ated in starkly contrasting geographical environ
ments, activities of this kind have provided a wide 
spectrum of experience.

Activities range from pure research to aid-re
lated work; cooperative projects between institu
tions to standard contract archaeology. Geographi
cally, Europe and Africa dominate, although UV 
has also gained considerable experience through 
working in South America and Asia. Current 
projects include those in Italy, Greece, Hungary, 
Poland, and Zimbabwe, for example.
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The Headoffice: UV Hk
Visiting adress: Linnégatan 87 D
Postal adress: Box 5405, SE-114 84 STOCKHOLM
Email: anders.hedman@raa.se

ulf.safvestad@raa.se (international contacts)
Fax: +468 667 89 43 
Tel: +468 519 185 35

UV Bergslagen
Visiting adress: Drottninggatan 18 B
Postal adress: Box 1406, SE-701 14 ÖREBRO
Email: uvbergslagen@raa.se
Fax: +4619 1 74 051
Tel: +4619 174 050

UV GAL
Visiting adress: Portalgatan 2 A
Postal adress: Portalgatan 2 A, SE-754 23 UPPSALA
Email: uvgal@raa.se
Fax: +4618 661 941
Tel: +4618 661 940

UV Mitt
Visiting adress: Instrumentvägen 19, Stockholm
Postal adress: Instrumentvägen 19, SE-126 53 HÄGERSTEN
Email: uvmitt@raa.se
Fax: +468 519 184 59
Tel: +468 519 182 00

UV Syd
Visiting adress^ Åkergränd 8
Postal adress: Åkergränd 8, SE-226 60 LUND
Email: uvsyd@raa.se
Fax: +4646 329 539
Tel: +4646 329 500

UV Väst
Visiting adress: Nygatan 11
Postal adress: Box 102 59, SE-434 23 KUNGSBACKA 
Email: uvvaest@raa.se 
Fax: +46300 339 01 
Tel: +46300 339 00

UV Öst
Visiting adress: Roxengatan 7
Postal adress: Roxengatan 7, SE-582 73 LINKÖPING 
Email: uvost@raa.se 
Fax: +4613 101 324 
Tel: +4613 244 700

www.raa.se/uv
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